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         I-15 Corridor Softball Tournament Rules – 2018 

                                  
 

Section One:  Manager’s Responsibility 
 

The Team Manager is the principal link between the I-15 Corridor Realtor Softball Tournament and their 

teams.  It is the manager’s responsibility to obtain all information having to do with the Softball Tournament. 

 

The Team manager should: 
 

1. Know all rules and policies and inform his or her players of them. 

2. Inform each player that a Player Waiver must be signed/completed in order to be eligible to play. 

3. Know that they ultimately are responsible for the conduct of his or her players. Any unsportsmanlike 

behavior will not be tolerated (refer to Section One, # 13). 

4. Consult with all team players to see if they can “commit” themselves for the entire day (ie: at least 

for as long as your Team is still in the Tournament).  This commitment is in order to avoid having a 

shortage of ball players and for the purpose of being able to field a full team made up of the original 

“core” of Team Roster players as the Tournament moves forward towards the Championship Game. 

5. Know that in a situation where a Team has a shortage of “core” Roster players and this team cannot 

meet the minimum Game Roster player requirement, then they will be allowed to “pull/utilize” extra 

players from other teams.  If such is the case, only female players will be allowed to assist and   

“fill-in” the shortage.                                                                                                                                                    

* Always contact the Field Manager for help in regards to your Team “shortage of players”. 

 

6. Roster Limits: 
a. TOURNAMENT (overall) - Roster:  Each Team may have an unlimited number of players 

on their Tournament Roster approved for the Day of the Tournament. The maximum number 

of affiliates is 5 (all men, all woman or combination).  

b. INDIVIDUAL – (GAME) Roster:  To have a maximum of 12 players on the Game roster 

with a minimum of 3 females and a maximum of 3 Affiliates.  For Defense there is only 10-

players on the field with a minimum of 3 females and a maximum of 3 Affiliates.  All players 

on the “individual game rosters” must bat in the exact continuous Batting Order as listed on 

the team lineup card. 
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7. Alternates from the Tournament (overall) Roster cannot be inserted into a game unless they are 

included in the 12-player Individual (Game) Roster for that Individual game.  No exceptions, even 

if there is an injury or emergency.  Example: If a female player cannot continue for any reason and 

there is no other substitute/alternate female listed in the current 12-player Game Roster, then this 

team shall play without a female substitute on the line up and an out will be accessed each time her 

position comes to bat (Refer to Section 3, # 11). 

8. Tournament Roster “alternates”, not listed in the current 12-player Individual Game Roster, can 

only be inserted at the beginning of the next game. 

9. Individual (Game) Roster batting lineups (maximum of 12-players) are to be submitted to the 

opposing manager prior to the beginning of each game.   

10. All Players for each brokerage must be on the team Tournament (overall) Roster and have signed 

the Player Waiver in order to be eligible and allowed to play.   

11. Only the Manager for each team can approach the umpire in regards to a questionable rule violation 

or to dispute a call.  No player will be allowed to confront the umpire to dispute any call. 

12. If a dispute takes place, the umpire’s decision will be final. No “long” disputes will be allowed. 

13. Any unsportsmanlike behavior by either a player and/or a manager will not be tolerated. The umpire 

at his discretion has full authority to eject a player and/or the manager immediately. This ejection 

will be for the rest of the tournament.  

14. No Stalling shall be allowed. Umpires will require teams to “hurry-up” between each inning.  

15. If there is a questionable call and if an argument arises between a player and the umpire:             

First of all, every participant must have been advised by the team manager, prior to game play, that 

this is not acceptable.  Only the Team Manager may approach the umpire to question or dispute a 

call (refer to Section One, # 11) 

 

 After the umpire has made a final determination - and if a player or manager continue to argue the 

  umpire’s call, then this act will be deemed as an act of unsportsmanlike behavior which may lead 

  to the disqualification/ejection of either the player and/or the Manager for the rest of the tournament. 

 Again, any player and/or manager ejected will be at the discretion of the umpire. The Field 

   Manager and Tournament Committee members are to and will enforce the umpire’s final decision. 

 

 

16. All calls are “judgment calls” at the sole discretion of the umpires and cannot be 

protested. 

 

 

Section Two:  Player Eligibility 
 

1. “Agent” Player definition: 

(a) A player must be an Active Real Estate Agent or Broker and have an Active (8-digit) CalBRE 
License number and must be listed as an active RE Agent on the teams Brokerage Office 

Roster.   This “Agent” Player definition also applies to an agent who is playing for the same 
Brokerage but is from a different office within San Diego County. (i.e. an agent playing for 
Windermere  from a different San Diego County Windermere Office.) 
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2.  “Affiliate” Player definition: 

(a) Any employee of the respective Brokerage and/or does not have an Active (8- digit) CalBRE 
License number. (i.e. Marketing, Office Staff, Agent Assistant, etc.) 

(b) A Licensed Agent or Broker with an Active (8- digit) CalBRE License number that is not listed 
on the respective Brokerage Active Office Roster and/or is affiliated with a different 
Brokerage (ie: an agent playing for Keller Williams with their license at REMAX). 

(c) Referral Only Agent listed on the respective Brokerage roster. 
(d) A player other than those mentioned above who is actively working in another profession 

that is related to the Real Estate profession (ie: Title, Escrow, Lending, Insurance, Staging, 
etc.). Their Business Cards or some source of validation must be submitted to the 
Tournament Committee for verification. 
 

               NOTE: All participating Brokerages must submit a copy of their Office Rosters to the 

                             Tournament Committee for verification. 

 

(e) Please e-mail your Team Rosters with player names, affiliate names and all Office Rosters, to 

Carol Zimmerman at czimmerman09@gmail.com . If you are an “affiliate” within the above 

category in Section Two #2(d), a copy of your business card or any source of validation that 

depicts that you are indeed associated within the Real Estate profession is a “must do” and 

will be much appreciated by Carol Zimmerman - as well as the Tournament Committee. 

   

3. If a Team Roster is protested for any reason:  In order for the protested player(s) to be eligible to 

play, then the following needs to be proven as factual:  (A) the protested player(s) name must be on 

the Team Tournament (overall) Roster as a Realtor or Affiliate and (B) the protested player(s) has 

signed the Player Waiver.  If neither (A) or (B) holds to be true - then this protest will be upheld. 

This meaning that the subject player of the upheld protest will not be allowed to participate as a 

player throughout the entire tournament. 

   

 

Section Three:  The Game 
 

1. Use 3 (balls) 2 (strike) counts (ie: all batters to start-off with 1-ball and 1-stike). 

2. Only 2-Foul Balls are allowed per at bat. 

3. Pitching Rule:  The home-plate-and-mat style of pitch will be used unless otherwise noted.  A strike 

is called if the pitched ball hits the permanent home plate or the mat/plate extension. 

4. If a male is walked, and if a female follows him in the batting order, that female will have the choice 

to take a walk or bat. Umpires will enforce this rule upon request by the female batter or the Team 

Manager, however the umpires will not be responsible for notifying the female batter nor the Team 

manager in such a batting situation.  If the umpire has been requested to enforce this rule – then the 

male player can automatically go to second base whether the female chooses to bat or not. (Note: 

this rule is set in place in order to avoid any “intentional walking” of the male batting in front of a 

female). 

 

 Pitchers Box:  The box will be a chalk line that extends 8 ft. back from the front of the 

rubber, 6 ft. wide and 3 ft. above the head of the pitcher (imaginary line). 

mailto:czimmerman09@gmail.com
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 Any ball hit (ie: grounder or a line drive) through the Pitcher’s Box and is within 3-feet of 

the pitcher will be called an automatic out (except women).  [The sole purpose of this is to 

protect the pitcher].  In addition, this automatic-out will be declared a Dead Ball with all 

runners having to go back to the base at which they started prior to the play being declared a 

Dead-Ball. 

        The pitcher must remain in the pitcher’s box in order for the umpire to declare an 

          automatic-out on a grounder or a line-drive hit (by male players) through the Pitcher’s Box. 

          - Keep in mind that the overall “Spirit” of the Pitcher’s Box rule is to protect the pitcher. 

         Therefore, the umpire has sole discretion to enforce this rule whenever he deems it appropriate. 

 Pitchers must always pitch with one foot in contact with the Pitching Rubber. The pitcher may 

keep their pivot foot on the rubber and their plant foot in front of the box and still be in 

compliance with the Pitcher’s Box rule.  The penalty for non-compliance will be an additional 

“ball” added to the pitch count. This to be declared by the umpire. 

 The pitched ball must be delivered at a slow speed with an arc of at least 6 feet off the ground 

and be no higher than 10 feet at its peak. 

 

 

5. Pitcher’s Misery Rule (ie: Pitcher is Struggling) : When the pitcher is unable to hit “home plate” on 

a consistent basis and unintentionally keeps walking players.  Here as-we-all-know, the game is 

being slowed down tremendously ...    So in order to keep the game “moving along” at a faster 

pace….. 

        The Team Manager can make a pitcher replacement with only another defensive player that is 

          currently on the field. This is an exchange of players only (ie: if the 3rd baseman is coming in 
          to pitch, then the replaced pitcher must go and play 3rd base - this at least until the end of that 
          inning)  

        No other defensive player switching can take place at the same time of this exchange.   

      

6. Defensive position player “switching” is not allowed on a “per batter” basis. 

 

7. Once a player starts at a defensive position, for that inning, then they have to stay in that position 

until the inning is over unless a defensive player is injured and cannot continue to perform/play. 

 

8. Defensive Position player switching/replacement is allowed but only “in-between innings” unless 

there is an injury (refer to Section 3, # 37)  

9. Bench players listed on the 12- player Individual Game Roster are allowed to be inserted more 

than once but only “in-between innings”.  

 

10. Each team may position 10-defensive players on the field.  If only two females are present, as the 

only available female players on the team, then there is a maximum of 9 players that can defensively 

take the field. 

11. If only two females are present on a team, then this team must take an out every time the missing 

third female would have been due/slotted to bat (ie: as listed in the Game Roster’s batting order). 

 

12. The minimum number of players required for a game to be played is 8, of which 2-of the players 

must be women. 
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13. If the team cannot field the required minimum number of 8-players and if unable to “pull” enough 

players to field the minimum of 8, then the Penalty will be a forfeit/loss of the game. 

 

14. Injured players may be removed from the lineup without penalty unless a team has a shortage of 

female players (refer to Section 3, # 11).  

 

15. Base Running:  One “courtesy runner” per gender is allowed per inning, the courtesy runner must 

be the “last out” of that gender. 

 

16. Only women are allowed to take a lead off a base but only at the time the pitcher has released the 

ball towards home plate. In this scenario: Women are subject to being thrown out by a fielder and/or 

the catcher upon trying to return to the base after the pitch. 

 

17. Men cannot leave the base until the pitched ball crosses home plate or after the ball is hit by the 

batter. 

 

18. Base stealing is not permitted. 

 

 In order to prevent injury:  When at all possible base runners must make an attempt to get out 

of the way or “give themselves up” at a base instead of colliding with a fielder.  

 Note: To all participates of this annual I15 Corridor Realtor Tournament:  you are hereby 

notified that no rough-play or intentional collisions are acceptable even if the runners 

collision was an innocent attempt to “jar” the ball loose.  Bottom line:  Please avoid any 

collision with fellow ball-players or you risk being ejected from the entire Tournament. 

 Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated. The Umpire need not give the Team 

Managers any advance warning in regards to a ball player and/or the Team Manager about to 
be ejected or is being ejected…. Umpires decision will be strictly enforced ! 
  

 If a base runner collides with a fielder - the umpire will use his discretion as to whether the 

collision was intentional. If a collision is deemed intentional, the umpire has the right to call 

the player out and a dead ball will be declared. 

 If the umpire determines a collision was intentional, with unnecessary collision and it 

appeared that the collision was meant to harm a defensive player - then it will be up to the 

umpire’s discretion to eject the base runner/player from any further play (refer to Section 3, 

#18 - Third dot down) 

 If a player gets ejected from a game for unsportsmanlike conduct:  Then it will be deemed 

that the ejected player is also ejected from any further Tournament play. Once ejected, this 

rule will be enforced by “Field Managers” as well as their respective Team Manager and 

Tournament Committee.   

 

19. Rule Regulation Length of Games are 7 innings or the 50-minute time limit whichever comes first. 

(refer to further detail described below)  

20. No new inning will start after the 50 minute game time limit.  If an inning has started before the 50 

minute point - then that inning will be will be “played out” /completed. 

 

21. In the event two teams are tied at the end of a game, the winner shall be determined by a coin flip. 
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22. The exception to a coin flip is that of the Championship Game which will be played-out until one 

team wins. 

        The Tournament 2-Game-Loss Rule can cease to exist for the Championship Game, if    

          both “Finalist Teams” agree to the Winner “Takes all” - one game playoff. 

        If the 2-Finalist Teams do not agree to eliminate the 2-Game Loss rule, then both teams will 

          play it out for Championship (ie: 2-game loss rule still in-play) 

         

23. No bunting is allowed.  

24. No more than 6 defensive players may be positioned in the “infield” before the ball is hit. 

25. No more than one infielder may position themselves inside the imaginary line defining the base-

paths between 1st & 2nd and 2nd & 3rd. 

26. Each team must provide a catcher.   

27. All outs and plays at Home are “force-plays”.  To force-out a runner on a play at home, the catcher 

or another defensive player must touch or have a foot on the “permanent home plate”. 

28. Once the runner passes/crosses the Commitment Line (chalked commitment line located halfway 

between 3rd and home), the runner must continue home towards the Secondary home plate. 

29. Once a base runner crosses the Commitment Line, the runner will not be allowed to return to 3rd 

base unless there is an exception on the play (ie: a declared Dead ball, a foul ball or the base runner 

needs to go back and “tag up” due to a caught fly ball.). 

30. Exception to runner crossing the Commitment Line:  Is a “Tag up” situation.  On a fly ball when 

caught by a defensive player – the runner who has crossed the commitment line is allowed to go 

back to 3rd base and “tag up” but the runner must immediately continue to dash towards home and 

try to score or else that runner will be declared an automatic-out (ie: Since the runner had crossed 

the commitment line prior to the fly ball being caught, the runner cannot go back and stay at 3rd base 

in this “tag up” scenario.) Here the runner needs to “tag up” and continue going home. 

31. Upon the runner going beyond the Commitment Line - the “ glove tagging” of a base runner, who is 

heading towards the Secondary home plate, is not allowed. If the catcher or another defensive 

fielder glove-tags the runner, then that “glove tagged” runner (who has crossed the Commitment 

Line) will automatically be called safe. 

  

32. If the base runner touches or crosses the “permanent” home plate on a live ball – then this act by 

the runner is an automatic out. 

  

33. No base runner sliding is allowed on plays at home and first base. Base runner sliding is acceptable 

on plays only at 2nd and 3rd bases. There is absolutely no sliding or diving at the Secondary Home 

Plate. The base runner will be called out if he/she slides or dives across the Secondary plate - No 

exceptions. 

 

34. All base runners must step-on the Secondary home plate to score. 

 

35.  On the base paths: 

 
(A) If there is absolutely no chance for the first baseman and/or other fielders to make a defensive 

       play, then the first baseman and other fielders must get out of the base runners path.   

 (B) Exception:  Within the base paths, a base runner may not interfere with any defensive player’s 

       “in-process” attempt of possibly being able to make a defensive play. Here the defensive player 

        has the “right of way”. 
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 (C) A female runner cannot be thrown out at 1st base by a defensive “outfielder”. This rule to be 

       applied only upon the female having made bat contact with the ball and is running from “Home 

       Plate to 1st base”. 

           Force-outs, on female runners, at any base including home plate is allowed. 

           If on a fly ball: a female runner that has strayed too far off any base and that fly ball is 

             caught by a defensive outfielder and/or infielder, then that female has put herself 

             in a predicament where she can be thrown out (ie: forced out at any base).  

           Cones, flags and/or lines are be utilized to identify the separation between the infield and 

             the outfield. 

 

36. Allowing a routine fly ball to drop intentionally in order to insure more outs on any play is not 

permitted. 

 

37. No defensive replacement position changes can be made during an inning unless an injury has 

occurred and the injured player is removed from the field. 

   

38. Any play in which a runner is thought to miss or not step-on any base can be appealed by the 

defensive Team Manager. This appeal will be settled at the umpire’s discretion/judgement as to 

whether a base runner violation had occurred.  The umpire’s call/decision is final. 

  

39. If the Last Out of an inning is a force-out resulting from a base runner missing a bag, failing to   

tag-up properly or the ball hit thru the pitchers box, the umpire will declare the play to be an 

automatic-out.... in this situation, any runs that crossed “Home” during this Final out will not be 

counted as a run(s) scored. 

 

40. During the First 4-innings:  No team will be allowed to score more than 9 runs per inning unless the 

following has occurred or is about to occur. 

 If the team at bat is trailing by more than 9 runs, then this team will be allowed to score any 

amount of runs in any of the first 4-innings that are necessary to tie the game. 

 Starting with the fifth inning forward, there is no limit to the amount of runs that any team 

may score per inning. 

 

41.  HOME RUN’s:  There will be orange cones or mini-flags and possibly a chalk line where a Home 

Run fence would normally be located.  The distance of these Home Run “markers” from home 

plate should be at or close to compliance with the Amateur Softball Association (ASA) rules. 

 

       A fly ball hit over these markers is a Home Run unless there is an exception. 

 

       The exception:  is the “One-up” home run rule.  Teams will be limited to ‘be up” one home run 

         unless the opposing team hits a home run.  If the opposing team does hit a home run, then at 

         this point the home run count is even. Upon both teams “being even”, then either team is 

         allowed to hit another Home Run. 

  

                          If a Team is “one up” and a player for that team hits a fly ball over the home run markers, then 

                    that play will be ruled a double (not a home run).  On this ruled double, all runners on any base 

                    will automatically advance 2-bases  (ie: Any runners on 2nd and 3rd bases are deemed to be 

                    run/s scored). 
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                   If any fly ball is caught inside the home run markers and if that defensive player’s momentum 

                   takes him/her beyond the home run marker, then this is an out (ie: is considered 

                   to be “caught before the imaginary Home Run fence”  

                  A fielder cannot go beyond the Home Run markers to catch the ball.  If any fly ball is caught 

                   beyond the markers, then this is considered a Home Run unless the exception to the 

                  “one-up” home run rule is applicable (refer to Section 3, # 41 - Second dot down).  

      If a ground ball gets past the outfielders and the ball continues to roll beyond the home run 

       markers, that ball is considered to still be “live and in play”.  On this particular play, a runner 

      is allowed to score an “inside the park” home run. 

     Within this “inside the park” home run scenario: The “One-up” home run rule is not applicable. 

      This meaning that a team is allowed to get more “inside the park” home runs without any 

      limitations other than the Section Three, # 40 “Run rule Limit” that is applicable during the 

      innings of One through Four. 

     

42. All Game balls are supplied by the I15 Corridor Realtor Softball Tournament Committee. 

 

43. Equipment/Bats must meet Amateur Softball Association (ASA) requirements, Most all ASA rules 

apply. 

     The Tournament Committee and Field Managers reserve the right to ban the use of any piece 

       of equipment which is deemed dangerous and not within the scope of ASA rules. 

  

       If you are not sure if your bat or other equipment meets these ASA specifications, please 

         contact your team manager or the Field Manager for clarification. 

 

 

To all Participants :   
 

 From:  The 2018 I15 Corridor Realtor Softball Tournament Committee …. 
 
** Have fun !! … always remember that everybody is a winner !!  And please make it an 
enjoyable and fun-filled day for all to remember !  ** 
 

                                          


